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Roma
Roman history spans 1000 years in the west and even
longer in the east. It is, in itself, a formidable setting for
any fantasy adventure. There are endless intrigues,
exotic lands and conflict of all manner as the Republic
and later, the Empire, expanded and took more lands
and subjects. 

The Romans were considered a conservative people
who tended towards simple, modest lives during the
Republic. This was reflected in the Twelve Tables, the
basic laws of the Republic, where the wealthy patricians
were treated better than the plebeians, who were treated
better than the slaves. However, these laws were the
first of their kind to apply across the social landscape.
Punishment varied but a crime was still a crime no
matter what the rank of the criminal. The nature of the
laws, though, reinforced the status quo and nurtured a
simple view of the world.

Roman expansion emerged early in their story as they
began to control and conquer the Latinium and Tuscan

areas of the Italian peninsula. This set them on a road
that made them a major factor in world history and
culture.

Alternate Roma
The western Roman Empire of history ended in a cloud
of conjecture. The precise date is not whole heartedly
agreed on, but for the sake of this book the abdication of
the last acknowledge western Roman emperor, Romulus
Augustus on 476 AD, is considered the date of the end
of the historical Roman Empire.

The alternate western Roman Empire does not decline
or fall but expands to become a single entity again. This
happens due to many factors that to be detailed in this
book, from the more porfound discovery and fostering
of magic by Constantine to the more subtle planned
social assimilation of Germania by Julius Ceasar to
more subtle reasons of key social points of the citizenry.
Roma
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History
This section deals with the basis of the Roman history as
it actually occurred. It covers from the founding of
Rome through the Roman republic on to the creation of
the Empire and finally the decline and collapse of the
western empire. Although the eastern empire is
discussed, it is not be the focus of this chapter.

The Founding of Rome
There are two myths of the founding of Rome. The first
is of Romulus and Remus, two brothers who were borne
to the daughter of a deposed king. Their father was
Mars, god of war, who had come to Rhea Silvia while
she was a Vestal Virgin. King Amulius, who had
deposed Rhea’s father, drowned her in the Tiber River
where he set the brothers adrift. The basket they were in
was caught far down river by a fig tree. They were
found by a she-wolf (wolves are sacred to Mars) who
cared for them until a shepherd found them and gave the
boys to his wife to raise.

As the boys grew to manhood they were told their true
origin. King Amulius was slain in battle and Numitor,
Romulus and Remus’ grandfather, was restored to the
throne. The brothers decided to found a city near where
they came ashore. They followed the omen of a flight of
geese and founded the city on Palatine Hill, where
Romulus would be king. During the founding of the
city, Romulus marked the borders of the city by plowing
with a white bull and cow; these sacred animals
represented the blessing of Jupiter and Juno, the leaders
of the gods. Jesting with his brother, Remus jumped
across the furrows. This impious act so infuriated
Romulus that he slew his brother in a fit of rage.

The Rape of the Sabine women is also a tale of
Romulus. When the village of Rome was founded its
population consisted mostly of men. Romulus devised a
plan and invited the neighboring tribe of the Sabines to a
harvest festival. When the Sabines arrived it was not a
festival but the abduction of 600 daughters of Sabine at
sword point.

The Mythic Kings
An alternate version, written in Virgil’s Aeneid in the
first century B.C, has Aeneas, a hero of Troy, setting the
basis of the city. Aeneas fled the destruction of Troy
with his aged father on his back and leading his son by
the hand. He loses his wife as he flees but is able to lead
many to safety. After a long journey they arrive in
Latium where he became the progenitor of the Roman
people through his son Ascanios. A more popular

legend had Aeneas as the founder of Rome. Yet another
version made Aeneas the forefather of Romulus and
Remus and had Romulus founding Rome. 

In any case, the founding of Rome was believed to have
happened in 753 B.C. and the Roman Calendar was
based from this date. The legends, which have little to
support them, were strongly revered during their day.

There is little historical information about the seven
kings of Rome. Due to this they are often referred to as
the legendary kings of Rome. After the founding of
Rome, Romulus ruled until 716 B.C. for a total of 37
years. He founded the city and was responsible for the
Rape of the Sabine Women.

During the rule of these kings, Rome laid the foundation
for the constitution of the Republic. A number of
monuments were also built including the Temple of
Jupiter on the Capitoline Hill. The Temple of Jupiter
was estimated to be 180 long and 150 feet wide. Ostia
was founded during this time to serve Rome as a
seaport. The first sewer, the Cloaca Maxima, was built
by Tarquinius Priscus as well as the foundations for the
Circus Maximus. Servius Tullius set up divisions based
on class and thus set the foundations for a constitution
based on wealth. During all this time the walls and
domain of Rome were extended.

The end of the kings came when Sextus, the son of
Tarquinius Superbus, raped the wife of a patrician,
Lucretia. This was the final straw as Tarquinius had
burdened the people by using the lower classes in the
construction of monuments instead of allowing them
arms to fight in the war with the Etruscans and Latins.
He also recruited his army from amongst his retainers
and from foreign allies. His reign was fraught with
bloodshed. In the end, Lucius Junius Brutus led a revolt
against  the Tarquins and abolished the Roman
monarchy.

Name Ruled

Romulus 753-716 B.C.

Numa Pompilius 715-674 B.C.

Tullius Hostilius 673-642 B.C.

Ancus Marcius 642-617 B.C.

Tarquinius Priscus 616-579 B.C.

Severus Tullius 578-535 B.C.

Tarquinius Superbus 535-510 B.C.
History
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The effect of the revolution was to create a republic, a
government by the patricians for the patricians. Certain
concessions were made to the plebeians but merely as a
propagandist movement to get the buy-in of the masses.
In the end, Lucius was killed by the son of Tarquinius,
but not before he set the Republic on its path.

The Republic
To understand the Republic one must first understand
the structure and offices that made it up. The Roman
Republic was not the democratic form of the Greek city-
state nor precisely the republic of future states. Instead it
was a mix of those combined with the concepts of class
and caste from the Etruscans and the Latins. Romans
were very conscious of class but also of the wealth that
went with it. The patricians were the ruling wealthy
while the plebeians where common peasants and
craftsmen. A third class could be said to have existed
called clients who, although technically plebs, owed
their allegiance to a patrician’s family and gained
privilege by doing so. The clients fought battles, acted
as servants, worked land and performed many of the
tasks a pleb would but a client would normally have first
choice.

The magistrates outlined here had defined terms of
office which were often extended in times of need. The
most common of these is the consulship that, with
approval of the Senate, could extend the term for special
circumstances (i.e. war).

Censor
The Censors, two elected officials representing the
entire Republic, were responsible for many different
functions within the Republic and the Empire. The
Censors’ primary responsibility was to oversee the
census. Much like our modern understanding of the
word, the census was the formal recording of each
citizen’s birth, death, wealth, ancestry and relatives
within Rome. This was used for tax purposes and to
access Rome’s military strength. In addition, the
Censors ensured moral propriety and had powers
allowing them to dismiss Senators on grounds of not
properly caring for their lands or slaves, or for public
impropriety to the gods. They were also responsible for
the inspection of public works, maintenance of temples,
roads and waterways. The Censores also granted all
state contracts.

Due to the powers of the office it was eventually
determined that only those who had proven themselves
in the office of Consul could hold the office of Censor.

When an ex-Consul was not available then they could
be elected from Senators. A Censor was elected every
five years for a term of 1 1/2 years. Any decisions made
stayed in effect until the next Censor was elected.
Censors were always of the patrician class.

Consul
The Roman Consuls were two elected officials who
served for one year and then were unable to be elected
for a period of ten years. Originally plebeians were not
allowed to be Consuls; this was changed in 367 B.C. 

The primary duties of the Consuls were to prepare and
propose new laws. The Consuls had the power to veto
each other’s laws. The Consuls were also responsible
for the nomination of Dictators. In addition, they
implemented the decisions of the Senate. Proconsuls
were a Consul who had completed their term and went
on to rule a province.

Dictator
Dictators were appointed for six months by the Senate
and could serve no longer than that time. For that period
they had the absolute powers of a king and were able to
command all legions. The office of Dictator was used
for emergencies and campaigns against enemies when a
single leader of the military would best accomplish the
goals of the Senate. The Dictator’s second in command
was the Master of the Cavalry.

Praetor
There were between 16 and 20 praetors in the Republic,
and after 337 B.C. they could be either plebeian or
patrician. The Praetor Peregrinus judged cases where
one or both parties were foreign while the Praetor
Urbanis dealt with civil or criminal cases. The praetors
were the supreme civil judges, and when the Consuls
were absent from Rome they fulfilled the duties of the
Consuls. When they had completed their term they
could then go on to rule a province as a Propraetor.

Aedile
There were four Aedile, two required to be plebeians
and the other two, called Curule Aedile, were of higher
rank and could come from either patrician or plebeian
classes. They were responsible for managing the grain
supply, inspection of weights and measures, supervised
games and public events and worked with Censors to
maintain public buildings, aqueducts and roads.
History
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Pontifex Maximus
This was an elected office in charge of religion within
the Republic and later the Empire. The Pontifex
Maximus was responsible for state ceremonies,
choosing Vestal Virgins and priests for the priesthood
and had the duty of maintaining discipline amongst the
priesthood.

Tribunes
Ten Tribunes were elected from amongst the plebeians
for one year to serve as guardians for the interests of the
people. They had the power to veto the decision of any
official and could punish a disobedient official unto
death. A Tribune’s primary responsibility was to defend
the interests of the plebeians.

There were six Military Tribunes for each standing
legion. They served as officers in the legions and
usually commanded a Century. The Military Tribune
was appointed by a Consul and had to have served for
ten years in the field.

Quaestor
There were forty Quaestors at the height of their
numbers and they were elected for one year. They acted
as the accountants of the government and handled the
receipt and distribution of state funds, acted as aides to
the consuls, oversaw state contract deals, and were
quartermasters and paymasters to generals in the field.
The Quaestor was the lowest ranking official in the
government and the first step on the ladder of honor to
the rank of Consul. This office was filled most often by
the plebeians. 

Assemblies
The Assemblies of Rome were groups of men who
represented the citizens. In some cases these citizens
were wealthy but in others they were grouped by
profession or even tribal affiliation. The assemblies
were the heart of the Republic and their nature was
fraught with intrigue and assassination. 

Senate
The Senate was made up initially of three hundred
members, although it grew to approximately six
hundred magistrates or ex-magistrates who served for
life or until expelled by the Censors. The Senate elected
the Consuls, passed legislation proposed by the Consuls,
and appointed certain magistrates. Since the Senate was
made up of ex-magistrates they often had a great deal of

power over the financial and diplomatic destiny of the
state.

In the time of the Empire the Senate confirmed the
emperor’s choice of successor. Some restrictions came
with the duties of a senator, including the ban of
carrying on any mercantile businesses. This ban was
frequently violated and throughout its existence,
senators tried to find ways around the law.

Comitia Tributa
This was an assembly made up of the 35 tribes of Rome
as defined by King Servius Tullius, and expanded on in
later times. Originally the tribes were determined
geographically but later passed on by heredity. They
were patricians and elected all the lower magistrates
(Curule Aedile and Quaestor). This assembly also voted
on new laws. 

Concilium Plebis
A sub-assembly of the Comitia Tributa, the Concilium
Plebis was open to all plebeians and elected the plebeian
only magistrates (tribunes and plebeian Aediles).
Eventually, the Concilium Plebis gained the power to
pass laws binding on the entire state.

Comitia Curiata
This assembly was originally based on the tribes of
Rome but were turned over to districts within the city
before the formation of the Republic. In essence, the
Comitia Curiata was a forum where the common people
could voice opinions. They confirmed magistrates and
acted as a court of appeals for a death sentence if the
Quaestors approved. They were most commonly a voice
of the people.

Comitia Centuriata
This assembly represented the military and its soldiery.
The Comitia Centuriata elected the higher magistrates
(consuls, praetors and Censores) although it was the
Senate who would nominate the candidates. They also
made official declarations of war and peace as well as
acting as the highest court of appeals for sentences of
exile and death. Towards the end of the Republic this
Comitia lost power in favor of the Comitia Plebis and
Tributa.

Carthage
Carthage was originally a Phoenician colony (of the city
Tyre) located on the northern coast of Africa near
modern day Tunisia. Carthage is thought to have been
History
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founded in the ninth century B.C. The Phoenicians were
conquered by the Assyrians in the seventh century,
leaving Carthage to its own devices. As Rome was
founded and began to consolidate their control of the
Italian peninsula, the Carthaginians expanded their
empire in North Africa. By the time the Romans had
control of the Italian peninsula, Carthage controlled
North Africa from modern day Libya to the Straits of
Gibraltar, most of southern Spain, and the islands of
Corsica and Sardinia. Their mines in Spain gained them
great wealth in silver and gold, while their vassal states
sent them soldiers and supplies to fight her wars.
Carthage was a power that the newly blossoming
Roman Republic could not ignore.

Rome and Carthage came in direct contact in the middle
of the third century B.C. in the southern Italian
peninsula. Up until this time the two powers had only
had sporadic contact and had not provoked the other to
any action. With the expansion into the southern Italian
peninsula the Romans came within close proximity of
Sicily. The western half of this island was controlled by
Carthage. When the city of Messena revolted against the
Carthaginians, the Romans seized the opportunity and
intervened, precipitating the first Punic War.

The Punic Wars
The Punic Wars were a series of wars fought between
the Roman Republic and the Carthaginians Empire for
dominance of the Mediterranean.

First Punic War 264-241 B.C.
This war was focused, and fought entirely on, the island
of Sicily. Although the war was devastating to both
s ides ,  i t  es tab l i shed  Rome as  a  power  on  the
Mediterranean Sea. Up to this point, Carthage had been
the undisputed ruler of the sea ways. The Roman siege
of Sicilian colonies could not be lifted by the navy of
Carthage. By 241 B.C. a treaty was signed where
Carthage gave up its colonies in Sicily and paid
damages to the Romans for the wars. All this had little
effect on the Carthaginians Empire. 

After the war Carthage had to deal with a revolt of its
mercenary troops, which Rome took advantage of to
seize Corsica and Sardinia. Carthage was outraged and
even the Roman historians believed it to be an unethical
act, but it secured Rome’s immediate frontiers. It also
led to Carthage building up its military and colonial
presences on the Iberian peninsula. Carthage befriended
the Iberian Tribes and recruited from them for their
armies while building more colonies as a base of
operations against the Romans.

Second Punic War 218 - 202 B.C.
The Second Punic war began in Spain when Hannibal,
the twenty-five year old commander of the forces of
Carthage, attacked and conquered the ally of Rome,
Seguntum. Seguntum had been a small city on the
Iberian peninsula that  had sought and won the
friendship of the Roman Republic. When it began to
press its advantage with other cities on the Iberian
peninsula, Hannibal and Carthage were forced to
respond. After Seguntum, Rome demanded the
dismissal of Hannibal and more, to have him sent to
Rome. Carthage refused and the Second Punic war was
on.

Hannibal led the immense Carthaginian army into
northern Italy in September of 218 B.C. Although
haggard from the journey over the Alps, Hannibal’s
army defeated the Roman legions sent to meet the
invader. In two months, Hannibal conquered all of
Northern Italy except for two cities. As the war
progressed, Hannibal defeated two more armies of
Rome and moved into the southern province of
Campania. Here he found the base of operation for his
cavalry, but was disappointed in the lack of support
from the conquered peoples of the Roman state. This
was due to the policy of clemency and inclusion by the
Roman conquerors.

During the war, a revolt led by Syracuse on Sicily
helped Hannibal as the Romans fought to reduce
Syracuse before its dreams of an empire could be
realized. This took much longer than originally planned
due to a build up of catapults and other ingenious
devices built by Archimedes for the defense of
Syracuse. Still, Marcellus, the Roman commander, was
able to ensure victory through employing a traitor to
open the gates to allow Romans entry to the city. In 212
B.C. Syracuse fell to the Romans and Archimedes was
killed during the attack.

Phillip V of Macedon offered his assistance to Hannibal
in southern Italy in 215 B.C. Unfortunately for Hannibal
his dispatches detailing the cooperation were intercepted
by the Romans. They stationed a squadron of war ships
to stop reinforcements of Phillip from arriving in Italy.
To increase the pressure on Phillip, the Romans
employed their Greek allies to war with Macedonia.
This established Rome as a major power amongst the
Greek cities.

All reinforcements from Spain were defeated in
northern Italy before they could reach Hannibal in the
south. Scipio, a Consul of Rome, led a strategy of
raiding and destroying Carthaginian power on Africa
while ignoring Hannibal’s presence in southern Italy.
History
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By 203, fifteen years after entering Rome’s realm of
influence, Hannibal is recalled to Carthage to aid in its
defence of Scipio’s army. 

By 202, a peace is made with Carthage surrendering its
possessions on the Iberian peninsula and paying 10,000
talents over fifty years to Rome in war reparations. This
sum made Carthage little more than a tributary of Rome.
Hannibal met his first defeat in the entire war at Zama in
northern Africa. After this war, Rome controlled all of
the western Mediterranean and Carthage was Rome’s
vassal. Rome moved from a regional power to an
international government in the Second Punic War.

Third Punic War 149-146 B.C.
During the period leading up to the Third and final
Punic War, Rome dealt with a number of problems.
Shortly after the defeat of Carthage at Zama, Macedon
declared war on Rome in 200 B.C. Due to a defeat in
Phillip’s attempts to conquer a neighboring country,
Athens and other Greek cities saw their chance to
escape Macedonian rule. They appealed to Rome for
assistance and broke with Philip. 

The Romans were tired of war but saw no alternative
and pressed into Macedonia. In a series of campaigns,
Macedon and its allies were reduced to provinces of
Rome, eventually unified under the a province named
Achaea. In addition, the rule of Spain and Greece
suffered similar injustices that members of the Senate
protested. 

Through all of this Carthage began to recover. Its
power, after all, lay in its merchant enterprises and these
were not impaired by the treaty it had been forced to
sign with Rome. Rome began to fear the growing
mercantile force that Carthage represented. Also, the
memory of the humiliations at the hands of Hannibal
would not easily fade. To this end the Senate approved
the attack on Carthage once she raised arms to defend
herself from raids by its neighbor Numidia, in direct
violation of the treaty of 202. The orders of the legion:
raze Carthage to  the  ground.  In three  years  i t
accomplished its goals, destroying the city, ploughed
salt into its fields, blocked its harbor and sold all the
citizens into slavery. 

Slave Revolts
In 134 B.C. one of the most horrifying things that the
Romans could imagine occurred. Due to their prolonged
military successes a great abundance of slaves had been
generated, and in Sicily a revolt of these slaves resulted
in atrocities committed by slaves on their former
masters. By its suppression in 132 by Fluvius Flacchus,

a consul had twenty thousand slaves crucified. In 103
B.C. the slaves of Sicily revolted again even in the face
of the horrible consequences. It took another three years
to put down the revolt. Considering the horrible
punishment dealt to the slaves in the first revolt, it
indicates the terrible conditions of the slaves of Sicily. 

Lucius Cornelius Sulla
Although there are many causes for the demise of the
Republic, few individuals can take more credit than
Sulla. He was the first man to use Roman troops against
Rome  and  in t rodu ced  changes  to  the  Ro man
constitution that shifted power away from the common
citizen and squarely back into the hands of the Senate.
Worse than this though, he set the example that if one
was ruthless enough and willing to go to any ends, then
that man could rule Rome.

In 89-88 B.C. Sulla was an elected Consul. He had to
deal with the Social War were the common people of
the Italian peninsula were revolting against the failure of
several social programs designed to aid the poorer
citizens. He was able to end the revolt but what he truly
desired was to face the threat of a king Mithradates of
Pontus in the east. 

Pontus had risen with half of Achaea against Rome in
88 B.C. and invaded the province of Asia, slaughtering
80,000 Roman and Italian citizens. Sulla wished to meet
this threat but Gaius Marius, a reformer of the army and
past consul, opposed Sulla’s appointment by the Senate.
He was able to counter the appointment through the
Comitia Tributa. Stymied, Sulla rushed to his legions
which were mopping up the remaining resistance from
the Social War. Although the officers of the legions
were reluctant to follow Sulla back to Rome, the
soldiers were not. At the head of six legions he marched
in to Rome and over the next ten years changed the
constitution, marched on and defeated Pontus, brought
the Greeks back under the rule of Rome, and ruled
Rome as an “elected” Dictator. Sulla was ruthless and a
true tyrant.

The First Triumvirate
The events leading up to the Triumvirate’s bid for
power are many. To summarize, Gnaeus Pompeius
(known as Pompey) was a favored general of Sulla.
Young and well versed in military strategy he was
dispatched to deal with the Marians (the supporters of
Marius) in Africa. He did so with little trouble. He was
then sent to Spain to deal with another Marian,
Sertorius, but met only defeat as his predecessors had.
Mithradates of Pontus attempted to ally himself with
History
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Sertorius but was too late as Sertorius was assassinated
in 72 B.C. before any such alliance could be established.
Pompey dealt with the remaining forces and returned to
Rome to claim honors he had little part in attaining.

Then the third Slave War came in 73 B.C. led by a
Thracian named Spartacus. Rome did not take it
seriously. At first two commanders were sent with small
forces to deal with the band of escaped slave. Spartacus
defeated both. By 72 B.C. the band had grown to a
disciplined army. Two consular armies were sent and

both defeated. Crassus was sent to deal with the slave
army with six legions at his back. He defeated them and
slew Spartacus in the field in 71 B.C. Five thousand of
the slaves cut their way free and fled north directly into
Pompey’s returning army. Pompey claimed this victory
as well and Crassus, seeing that a popular soldier could
serve him well, did not oppose it.

Mithradates in Pontus was dealt with by Lucullus the
Asian Governor and previously the lieutenant of Sulla in
the east. In 70 B.C. Lucullus’ troops were able to

subjugate Pontus and force Mithradates to flee. In doing
so Lucullus had time to reflect on the spiralling debt of
the punitive damages that the asian cities were forced to
pay to Rome. The amounts were in such formidable
levels that the states were forced to borrow money from
Roman money lenders to meet their commitment.
Lucullus reduced the amounts to a third their previous
levels and gained the gratitude of the eastern provinces.
He also made enemies of many of the money lenders of
Rome. 

In 67 B.C. Pompey was able to rid the Mediterranean of
a plague of pirates. His two predecessors had been
unable to do so and with the support of Julius Ceasar
Pompey had been able to gain the position in charge of
the project, despite opposition of the Senate.

With the success of the pirate campaign Pompey
became a natural choice to send east to deal with
Mithradates and solidify Rome’s new territories. He did
so, even going as far as to subdue Armenia to the east of
Pontus. Mithradates fled to the northern shore of the
History
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Black Sea where he entertained dreams of organizing
the barbarian tribes against Rome. This was not to be
and he eventually died by his own hand, a broken old
man.

During the five years that Pompey campaigned in the
east adding to and securing Rome’s possessions, Ceasar
and Crassus made headway in Rome. Ceasar gained a
posting to Spain and dealt with the rebellions of the
Allobroges, and in the process begin building his
wealth. Crassus solidified his political base in the
Senate. During all of this Crassus and Ceasar both knew
they wanted Pompey as an ally.

In 60 B.C. the triumvirate formed. There were many
reasons but simply put, Crassus, Ceasar and Pompey
had similar enemies in the Senate and found it useful to
be able to have Ceasar’s Oratory skills, Pompey’s
mili tary career  and Crassus’ wealth.  With this
combination it was possible to make Ceasar the next
Consul. In exchange, Pompey wed Julia, Ceasar’s
daughter. 

Ceasar used his first consulate to ensure the triumvirate
gained in power. Pompey’s soldiers were granted land
and Pompey’s organization of the east was confirmed.
Ceasar attained for himself an unprecedented five year
proconsulship of Gaul, Illyricum and Transalpine. In
addition, Ceasar took special efforts to ensure that the
opposition was in chaos by the time he left the
consulate.

Julius Ceasar in Gaul
During Ceasar’s terms in Gaul he defeated several
uprisings by native and migrating tribes. He pressed into
Germanica and Britannia with limited success. What
this did for him though, was to give him valuable field
experience and cement his control over the legions.
Ceasar used his influence to get Pompey and Crassus
elected consul and they, in turn, used the consulate
powers to extend his proconsulship for another term of
five years.

Pompey in Rome
As part of the arrangement of the triumvirate, Pompey
was to stay in Rome while Crassus took up the
governorship of Syria. Pompey ruled over a Rome that
was in virtual chaos. He was not pleased with the
exploits of Ceasar in Gaul and arranged laws to ensure
the early end to Ceasar’s proconsulship of Gaul. In
addition, Pompey arranged to extend his proconsulship
of Spain for another five years.

Crassus in Asia
Some believed Crassus to have arranged to become
proconsul of Syria to increase his wealth, but the true
reason was that his popularity lacked compared to the
other members of the triumvirate. They had established
military careers and he did not. He hoped to make a
name for himself by conquering the Parthian Empire to
the east of the Roman domains. He organized a force of
35,000 foot soldiers and marched them onto the plains
near the city of Carrhae in 53 B.C. It was a disaster and
25,000 legionnaires lost their lives to Parthian horse
archers. Crassus himself was slain attempting to discuss
terms of surrender.

The End of the Triumvirate
Pompey’s growing jealousy of Ceasar caused him to
become untenable to Ceasar’s requests for compromise.
Ceasar’s term as proconsul was coming to an end in 49
B.C. and he had committed a number of acts that his
enemies, who were gaining power in Rome, could use
against him in the law courts. His only protection was to
be elected Consul, but he could not stand for Consul
until the ten year limit had past since his last term as
Consul in 59 B.C. Faced with these issues and
Pompey’s refusal to aid him, he crossed the Rubicon,
the limits of his provinces, on January 6, 49 B.C.,
effectively declaring war on Rome.

Pompey was taken off guard by Ceasar’s move. He only
had two legions, both of which had served under Ceasar
in Gaul, and could not be sure of their loyalty. Instead of
facing Ceasar, he chose to flee to the east where he
hoped to raise legions loyal to him. Meanwhile, Ceasar
consolidated his power in the west by taking Rome,
legally being declared Dictator and dismantling
Pompey’s legions in Spain.

When all was in order, Ceasar marched his veteran
armies against Pompey in the east. Pompey sought to
avoid a pitched battle with his inexperienced soldiers,
but the Senate in exile with him badgered him until he
finally met Ceasar’s army on the plains of Pharsalus in
Thessaly. Pompey’s forces were defeated but promises
of clemency, which Ceasar had exercised throughout his
campaign, allowed many of the Roman troops to
surrender when it became apparent that the battle was
lost. Pompey and a few loyal supporters fled to Egypt
where the Egyptian government hired an assassin and
killed Pompey. Ceasar was said to have been greatly
saddened at the news of the death of his friend.

Ceasar became enroiled in the politics of Egypt and
eventually found himself at odds with the ruler of Egypt,
Ptolemy XII. In a battle on the Nile delta he slew
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Ptolemy XII and placed Ptolemy XIII on the throne of
Egypt with his aunt Cleopatra as regent. During this
period, the Pompeians, those still loyal to Pompey’s
memory, made things difficult for Ceasar. Specifically,
they controlled almost all the Roman navy and put
blockades in place to hinder reinforcements of Ceasar in
Egypt.

Returning to Rome by land, Ceasar rewarded the aid of
the Judaens by reducing the tribute that the Jews paid to
Rome. In addition, he dealt with Pharnaces, son of
Mithradates, who had used the Roman civil war to
regain his father’s kingdom of Pontus. Ceasar swept in
and reclaimed Pontus where he dispatched the famous
words to Rome, “Veni, Vidi, Vici”. 

By the summer of 47 B.C. Ceasar had returned to Rome.
Here he found that the legions in Spain were in mutiny,
the Pompeians of Africa were scoring victory upon
victory and legions in southern Italy demanding more
pay or to be discharged. He surprised the southern
legions by discharging them. They begged to be
reinstated and he did so. Ceasar then led a force into
Africa where he dealt a crushing blow in 46 B.C. which
reduced Numidia to a province of Rome. On his return
to Rome he celebrated his triumphs but did not do so
over any Romans but only of foreign powers that he had
been victorious over. In addition, he declared a general
amnesty, taking no vengeance against his enemies.

His attention quickly turned to Spain and the Pompeians
left there. The two sons of Pompey, Gnaeus and Sextus,
fled Africa and wound up in Spain where they raised an
army. By 45 B.C. Ceasar crushed the last of the
Pompeians in Spain and returned to Rome. During his
last year of life he did much for Rome. He proposed
legislation for extending citizenship to all Italians,
revised tax laws, resettled Romans in new homes in the
provinces and instituted a number of public works.

On other fronts, though, he lost ground. His policy of
clemency, although popular, allowed a number of his
enemies to live to plot against him. Ceasar moved a
number of people favorable to him into the Senate
slowly moving it towards a tool of his will. He was
elected Dictator for ten years and many of the Senators
saw that it was only a matter of time before Ceasar
became king of Rome. A king was still a very distasteful
thing for Romans, and the Senate saw no way that they
could win. On the Ides of March, 44 B.C. the Senators,
some who were even friends of Ceasar, gathered around
him on the pretext of urging a petition and stabbed him
to death. 

The Second Triumvirate
After the death of Julius Ceasar, the Senators thought
that they would be able to restore the Republic amongst
the acclamation of the people. It did not turn out that
way. At Ceasar’s funeral, his most loyal lieutenant,
Marcus Antinious, read Ceasar’s will and made a speech
that roused the people to the point of lynching those
responsible for the murder. The Senators fled Rome to
save their lives. Meanwhile, Gaius Julius Ceasar
Octavian, Ceasar’s adopted son, returned from Macedon
declaring himself heir to Ceasar’s will. He offered to
come to terms with both sides of the conflict, Mark
Antony and the conspirators led by Marcus Brutus,
Gaius Crassius and Decimus Brutus. 

In the chaos and civil war that followed, Octavian
battled Mark Antony and Mark Antony battled Decimus
Brutus. Mark Antony aligned himself with Marcus
Aemilius Lepidus, Ceasar’s former chief assistant, who
now controlled the province of Transalpine Gaul.
Together they approached Octavian and the second
triumvirate was formed.

With this undeniable power, the three were able to
sweep all resistance aside. The proconsuls of Gaul and
Spain, who had remained neutral, now sided with the
Triumvirates. With such power the Senate, now
powerless, declared the Triumvirs joint rulers of the
Republic.

In truth, the Roman lands were divided between Mark
Antony in the east and Octavian in the west. The eastern
provinces were the wealthier, but the administrative
machinery was in the west. Lepidus was left in the wake
of the two far more ambitious members of  the
Triumvirate.

The peace was maintained (for a little while) by a
number of actions. The most obvious (but most short
lived) was the marriage of Antony to Octavian’s sister,
Octavia. During this period Antony had unending
troubles with the Persians. Eventually he triumphed
over the Persians and drove them back across the
Euphrates. At the same time, Octavian prepared for a
struggle with Sextus Pompeius, son of Pompey the
Great. To complicate matters, Antony’s brother Lucius,
tried to expel Octavian but failed. Finally, in 36 B.C.
with a newly commissioned fleet, Octavian and his most
competent general Agrippa were ready to wipe the
Mediterranean Sea clean of Sextus. In a decisive battle
at Naucholus, Sextus was defeated and fled. To his bad
luck he fled into the arms of Antony who put him to
death.

Antony broke with Octavian when he denounced his
marriage to Octavia in favor of his mistress Cleopatra.
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This was all the excuse that Octavian needed and with
Agrippa’s fleet controlling the Mediterranean, he landed
in Epirus prepared to engage Antony on land in 32 B.C.
Antony, unable to trust to his men’s loyalty, waited to
engage. During the winter both sides played a waiting
game. In the end, Antony decided to abandon his army
and flee with his fleet. Agrippa engaged him but the
battle was uncertain since Agrippa had the advantage of
numbers while Antony the heavier ships. During the
battle, Cleopatra fled with 60 of her ships making the
balance swing in favor of Agrippa. Antony followed his
mistress abandoning the fleet to their fate. They escaped
to Egypt where Antony killed himself on a false rumor
that Cleopatra was dead. She then killed herself rather
than yield to Octavian. Octavian stood alone in
command of Rome. 

Augustus
Once he had quelled the final rumblings of the
dissenters Octavian was free to return to Rome. He did
so in triumph, and to emphasize his role as pacificator
he closed the doors of the Temple of Janus, a symbol of
peace throughout the Roman realm of influence. In 27
B.C. he set aside his extraordinary powers only to have
them reinstated in a more constitutional guise pleasing
to the Senate and the people. He became the Princeps, or
first citizen, and Pater Patriae, father of his country. At
this time he took the name Augustus Ceasar and would
never be known as Octavian after that. This was the end
of the Republic.

The Empire
At the end of the civil war, Augustus had 60 legions at
his command. He decided to reduce the number to 28
and station them on the borders and as far from each
other as possible. The demobilized legions were settled
in the colonies in order to strengthen the expansion of
Rome. Augustus maintained direct control of the
frontier provinces and returned the inner provinces to
the Senate. This allowed Augustus to retain control of
the military while appearing to favor the republic and
the Senate. 

Under Augustus’ rule the Empire grew at its fastest rate.
To the north it expanded to the Elbe river in Germania, a
number of kingdoms peacefully submitted to Roman
rule in the east and most of central Europe came under
its rule. 

The Bohemian Plan
This was a plan for forces of the Empire to push through
Germania from the west and meet with another force
fighting north from Dacia. The pincer would meet on
the German plains and subdue the modern day area of
the Czeck Republic.

Unfortunately the plan was foiled by a revolt in the
areas south of Tiberius’ column in the Balkans.
Tiberius ,  the  son of  Augustus ,  was a  br i l l iant
commander. His force was needed to subdue the revolt
and by the end of the conflict nearly half of Rome’s
military strength was applied. It took three years of
mountain fighting to subjugate the rebels. By the end of
the conflict the Bohemian Plan was in ruins.

The Varian Disaster
During the time that Tiberius was fighting rebels in the
Balkans the newly conquered territories up to the Elbe
River in Germania were deemed to be subjugated. The
Praetor Quintillius Varus was sent with three legions
and three cavalry squadrons to administer the province
of Germania. They were ambushed in the Teutoburger
Wald and slaughtered to the last man. The Empire
reeled from the blow and Augustus was heard to cry for
Varus to give back his legions. Varus and his staff
committed suicide in shame. This marked a point where
the views of the Roman Empire ruling the world would
change to a cost analysis of the territory to conquer.
Augustus saw the advantages of conquering civilized
countries where the infrastructure was built up. The
conquering of barbarian peoples held little profit in his
eyes now. The Varian Disaster was a defining point in
the Roman expansion.

Rise of Christianity
The Romans had a very pragmatic view of the world
and their views of religion reflected that. To that end the
Romans were very tolerant of other religions as long as
they observed the state religion. The state religion was
not so much a faith as an observance that reinforced the
loyalty of the citizens to the state. It is easy to then
imagine the confusion of the Romans over the concept
of a single all powerful being that looks over everyone
and  knows  eve ry th ing  they  do  and  dea l s  ou t
punishments if they disobey his rule. Vengeful gods
they could understand, their view of the spiritual world
was one more of a contractual relationship than one of
spiritual investiture. Thus a person would observe a god
or goddess for a certain need, for example Apollo for
healing, but when the need arose for luck in trading that
same person would turn to Mercury.
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At the time of Jesus Christ’s death the Christian faith
did not even register on the Romans as a cult. Jesus was
considered a minor political nuisance and the true date
of his birth and death is uncertain and unrecorded by
Roman historians of the time. His primary concern to
the Romans was that he was one amongst many zealots
who claimed to be the “King of the Jews”. He was dealt
with as any other political radical. 

If it had not been for the extraordinary efforts of his
followers, especially Paul, Jesus’ teachings would have
fallen by the wayside. Paul spent much of his life, being
a Roman citizen, travelling the Empire spreading the
teaching of Christianity. Christianity had been viewed
as an exclusionary Jewish sect and Paul had the
difficulty of having no scriptures to aid in his efforts.

Further complicating things was that the Roman
Authority viewed Christianity at best as subversive and
at worst a threat to the stability of the Empire. This was
partly due to their insistence of one supreme god which
threatened the policy of religious tolerance. This policy
had kept the religious peace by allowing all to worship
whatever god or gods that desired. The Christians
complicated matters further by refusing the state
religious observance which to the authorities proved the
Christians disloyalty to their government. 

Suppression of the Christians started in 64 B.C. with
Nero’s bloody efforts. Although harsh they were also
sporadic and far from systematic. Domitian, an entirely
unpopular emperor of the later half of the first century,
persecuted both Jews and Christians who refused to
perform the state observance. Still, this was more a case
by case persecution than a faith based one. Domitian
also sent a mission to Galilee to investigate the sect.
They found some small holdings and interrogated Jesus’
grand-nephew but in the end found the sect of little note.

At the end of the first century the Christians separated
themselves from the Jewish faith. The Romans, still
mostly ignorant of the Christian practices, grew
suspicious of them. Accusations of incest, child
sacrifice and cannibalism spread and for the most part
were believed. Major revolts by the Jews in the early
second century made the Romans even more suspicious
of the Christians, who they still viewed as a Jewish cult. 

Trajan, in the second century, passed edicts forbidding
the meeting of secret societies. The Christians still
performed their ceremonies in private and thus met with
some punishments for what the Romans thought of as
civil disobedience. Despite their continuing refusal to
make the state observances, Trajan ushered in a new
period of tolerance. Hadrian, Trajan’s successor,
persecuted Jews which made it clear that by his time the
Christians were viewed as a separate cult.

It was not until the rule of Marcus Aurelius that
persecutions were formally picked up again in any large
measure. Between the years of 165 - 180 A.D. the
persecution of Christians reached such a severity that it
was a defining point for matyrdom. This persecution
was systematic and thorough. However, the worst was
yet to come.

After the rule of Marcus Aurelius the Christians enjoyed
a much improved level of tolerance. About a hundred
years after the persecution by Aurelius the Christians
attained toleration by the Roman officials. It would not
last though.

Towards the end of his rule,  the great emperor
Diocletian visited the Oracle of Apollo at Didyma. The
Oracle told him to halt the advance of the Christian
faith. This was not news to Diocletian who was all too
aware of Christians who held high positions in the
government and the military. Contrary to popular
modern myth, Christianity was the faith of the wealthy
and not the poor and slaves. The wealth of the Roman
Empire gained the power for the early Christian faith to
take root. Diocletian was determined to stop it. Thus
began the Great  Persecutions of 303 A.D. The
Christians of Rome, the east and Africa suffered the
worse.

The Christians fortunes were about to be reversed
though in the new emperor Constantine. Constantine
himself was not a Christian and was not baptized until
his death. His mother was a Christian and he had been
exposed to their teachings. However, he had a dream the
night before the battle of Milvian Bridge in 312 A.D. of
the Christian symbol called the chi-rho. The next day he
had it affixed to his standard and painted on his soldiers
shields. He attributed his victory to this and instated
Christianity as the state religion. 

At long last the tables turned. In a single lifetime the
Christians went from the victims of persecution to
dealing out the persecution. Any past horrors visited on
the Christians were dealt out ten fold to the pagans or
those that opposed them. During Constantine’s time the
pagan cults that the Christians found immoral had their
temples razed and their members burned, crucified, or
boiled alive in oil. 

Internal strife also plagued the Christians. The Heresy of
the Aryan form of Christianity challenged the views of
the relationship of the Christian God and his human
form, or son Christ. Constantine called the Council of
Nicea to resolve the differences. Out of this and later
conferences a clear set of beliefs were agreed upon. This
built a belief in some that the Christian belief of the
Holy Trinity was a function of political debate and not
at its source a divine inspiration. This led to a brutal
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enforcement of the theology set down by the Council of
Nicea throughout the Empire and even beyond its
existence.

Marcus Aurelius
Marcus Aurelius was a devoted student of the old school
of Stoicism. Primary in this school is the tenet of
universal brotherhood and equality. He pursued these
philosophic truths even though they battled with his
overpowering sense of duty at times. He rose to
Emperor on March 7, 161 A.D.

During his rule the Parthians reasserted their claim to
Armenia. The Persians sent their army over the border
into the troublesome province of Syria. Aurelius’
imperial co-ruler, Verus, was sent to deal with the
incursion. He remained in Antioch while subordinates
carr ied out  the war.  I t  took f ive years  of  hard
campaigning to reduce the Parthians to terms.

Still worse violence was brewing in the north. On the
upper Danube the German Tribes of the Marcomanni
and the Quadi were preparing for war. Meanwhile,
Verus returned from the east with the legions who
carried a horrible plague. This plague spread and
delayed the preparations to deal with the Germans.
Marcus thought the plagues a punishment for some
transgression against the gods. This could have been the
source of his persecution of the Christians.

In 167 A.D. Verus and Marcus marched out with great
force to the Quadi. The Germans, suitably impressed,
yielded without violence. The emperors returned to
Rome in 169 A.D. but Verus fell ill and died along the
way.

Marcus carried on for another twelve years before he
died from a long lasting illness on campaign near
Sirmium in the Pannonia Province. It is important to
realize that Marcus Aurelius left behind a book of
meditations describing that philosophical state which he
always quested for but never had the time to attain.

Diocletian
Gaius Aurelius Valerius Diocletianus rose to emperor
on November 20, 284 A.D. He ruled for 27 years and
changed the way the Empire fundamentally functioned.
Diocletian split the Empire into two pieces in 286
naming Maximian, a Dalmatian, a co-emperor to rule
over the western provinces and Africa. In 292,
Diocletian refined his approach and appointed himself
and Maximian as senior Emperors with the title
Augustus while creating the offices of junior Emperors
with the title of Ceasar. Galerius, Diocletian’s son-in-

law, was given authority over the Danube provinces
while Constantius was given Britannia, Gaul and Iberia.
Diocletian retained the wealthiest provinces in the east
for himself.

This imperial executive team had a purpose more than
delegation and that was to supervise the provinces and
guard against rebellion. In addition, the empire was
divided into 116 smaller provinces which were ruled by
an official called a rector or praeses. These were then
grouped into diocese which were ruled by a vicarius
who was responsible to the Emperor. At the largest was
the prefecture which was ruled by a Praetor of the old
organizations. The Prefecture contained more than one
diocese. The Emperor assigned all the officials and the
Praetor did not, as with the old system, come from the
military but be a civil administrator. The old provinces
had been so large that they had allowed the proconsuls
to amass large amounts of power. Likewise, military
commanders found the provinces a road to rebellion.
The new system made the Empire easier to manage and
the chances for rebellion fewer. Also with the division
of military and civil authorities the military leaders did
not have the tax support for building large armies.

Another revision that Diocletian introduced was in the
area of money and the tax system. Although he did not
do as well here he still made changes that improved and
strengthened the Empire. He reversed the debasement of
the monies being minted and introduced a new bronze
coin,  the foll is ,  used as small  change amongst
commoners. He restored gold and silver coins helping to
stabilize the economy. He also issued the Decree of
Maximum Prices which fixed the prices of certain goods
and imposed serious penalties for violation. This law did
not last beyond his death simply because it pushed
goods out of the legitimate markets and into black
markets at higher prices.

In 305 A.D. Diocletian abdicated and forced Maximian
to leave with him. He retired to a palace in Dalmatia but
his departure created a vacuum and soon the situation
deteriorated until the empire had six people claiming the
title of Augustus.

Constantine and Maxentius
Constantius, Diocletian’s Ceasar, was promoted to
Augustus with Galerius when he abdicated. Constantius
died within a year, though, in York due to illness. His
troops promoted Constantine, his son, to Augustus upon
Constant ius’  death.  This  did  not  s i t  wel l  with
Maxentius, son of Maximian, who thought he was
entitled to his father’s title as much as Constantine was
entitled to his father’s. Maxentius took control of Africa
and Italy. His father then came out of retirement and
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insisted on the title of Augustus again. It was not until
324 A.D. when Constantine defeated the last of his
rivals that the empire had a single leadership.

Constantine ruled the empire alone for thirty years.
During this time he made his religious affiliation
unclear but it is without a doubt that he favored the
Christian church in matters of state. In 330 A.D. he
established Byzantium (renamed Constantinople) as the
administrative center of the empire. He issued the Edict
of Milan which instituted religious tolerance. Despite
this he instituted other laws that restricted conversion to
the Jewish faith, thought of as a rival to the Christians.
As time wore on, Constantine also become more
unfavorable towards pagans, passing laws banning
sacrif ices and divinat ion,  destroying temples,
confiscating holy lands and treasures. The Christians
benefitted from this by receiving new temples and tax
exemptions. Constantine oversaw the Council of Nicea
which formed the modern dogma of Christian religions.
He also refined Diocletian’s reforms including the
creation of frontier legions and reserve legions able to
be dispatched at a moments notice. He disbanded the
praetorian guard and assigned their commanders as
judges of appeals and ministers of finance. On his death
bed he was baptized a Christian.

After his death the Empire was split between his three
sons who had the rest of the imperial family killed
except for two younger cousins, Julian and Gallus, aged
six and twelve respectively. Constantine II was
established in the west, Constans in the center and
Constantius II in the east. Constantius was immersed in
a war with the Parthian Empire while his brothers
fought over Illyricum. In 340 A.D. Constantine II was
killed in an ambush and Constans claimed all of the
west. This did not last as Constans ruled as a tyrant and
was eventually displaced by one of his generals.
Constans was forced to flee but was hunted down and
killed in 350 A.D.

Civil  war fol lowed and Constantius II  had the
questionable good fortune of the Persian Empire’s
attention being drawn eastward away from him. He was
free to deal with Magnentius, Constans’ general now
proclaimed emperor. He was defeated at the cost of
50,000 legionaries lives. Constantius II set his cousin
Julian,  the only remaining male descendant of
Constantine, on the western throne and returned his
attentions to the east. When Julian won too much fame
Constantius demanded his best legions be sent east.
Julian attempted to but the soldiers under his command
refused and wished instead for Julian to take up the
imperial purple. Julian refused as best he could wishing
to remain loyal but Constantius began to march his

armies west and Julian saw that he must protect the
empire not the emperor. However, before hostilities
could be joined, Constantius II died of illness on the
return journey.

Romanization of Europe
The effects of the Roman empire on the civilizations it
conquered were significant in language, religion, and
culture. The technological advances brought to these
people were dwarfed by the administrative and
organizational advances introduced. This was most
strongly shown by the division at the Rhine between
Roman Gaul and Germania. The Roman cities were
often in excess of tens of thousands while the German
villages could not support more than a few thousands.
There were exceptions on both sides but the general
limitations of a cooperative governmental force as
opposed to individual villages was profound. 

The Romans would, most likely, have viewed the
greatest threats to their way of life as civil war or other
civilized nations and not the barbarians who they had
often met and defeated in battle. This is not to say the
barbarians were not a threat, but that the dangers of two
legionary commanders battling for the throne is much
more direct to the roman people than what had become a
distant frontier. Romans who lived on the frontier might
see it differently but it can still be imagined that those
living near the Persian border felt less secure than those
near the Scottish border. This was due to the presence of
experienced legions both amongst the settlers and in
forts. 

The Roman policy of settling retired legionaries on the
frontier lands was more than convenience of newly
conquered  lands  but  one  of  ca lcu la ted  soc ia l
assimilation. The Romans wanted their presence to be
felt in the provinces and for their culture to spread. To
be sure, the availability of reserves were a consideration
of the provincial commanders, but on a grander scale the
Romans were bringing their culture with them.

The way this worked was not supplantation of the native
(usually celtic) culture so much as the merging of the
two. It was also slow and often met with violence and
resistance but over the centuries people tended to adopt
that which was around them, the language that the
conquerors used, and the parts that worked.

Fall of The Western Empire
The fall of the western Roman Empire is a complicated
issue. The outward causes can be over simplified to be
the repeated invasions of the goths combined with the
weakened ability of the Empire to defend itself. It is a
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dangerous thing to assume that it was that simple. The
Empire had defended itself from barbarians for
centuries before it toppled. Another point that must be
examined is the concept of a grand climactic collapse. It
might be more accurate to say that the Empire changed
to a point that it was no longer recognizable as Roman.

Agricultural Stress
Throughout the Roman Republic and Empire the
Roman plebeian farmed at a subsistence level. Oddly
enough they grew plenty of food, but they were so
heavily taxed they had just enough to live on until the
next harvest. If a famine or harsh winter came the
urbanite would not starve but the pleb would most likely
end up eating wild plants, either edible or otherwise.
Towards the end of the Empire the problem became
more exasperated.

The institution of compulsory professions caused an
imbalance while attempting to address worker shortages
in certain areas. Free farmers were bound to their land.
They did not, by law, have the status of slaves but in
essence were bound to the land that they farmed. When
the taxes grew high enough they could seek the
protection of a wealthy patrician. The patrician could
sell all their land but only as a unit. This would increase
the amount of runaways, punishable by death, who
would flee the empire or the prefecture. In the end the
only sure way out for an individual was to join the
military, which left fields fallow and unworked.

Monetary Debasement
Although Diocletian did much to improve the situation,
the steady debasement of coins continued. There are
many theories on the reasons for this but most cite
exported metals to other countries, opulent use of
precious metals for imperial aggrandizement, and poor
mining methods. Simply, the Empire grew fast enough
that it outstripped its supplies of metals. Since money
was worth the material it was made of the debasement
caused runaway inflation. This destabilized the
economy and raised the cost of maintaining the legions.
The support structure of the Empire failed leaving
suppliers of goods without markets or unable to afford
taking products to market. If they did get their goods to
market then there were few who could afford them. All
this weakened the legions further which in turn opened
the gate to the barbarians.

Religious Intolerance
The Republic and early Empire were an extremely
tolerant arena for religions. Even the denial of the

observance of the state religion, although winning a
person no friends, would not necessarily spell a person’s
death. Many different religions and cultures could exist
in relative peace next to one another simply due to the
concept of sanctity of practicing religion in the home or
at a temple funded by the people of the area. State
temples existed to the Roman gods but attendance was
not mandatory except for the sacrifices to the state
religion. This changed with the rise of Christianity.

Christianity introduced exclusionary worship and
created a point of dissension amongst Romans and other
cultures. Now, instead of allowing the worship of
different gods with the additional observance of the
state religion, only the state religion was allowed. This
bred religious tension and added yet another stone
around the Empire’s neck.

Civic Pride
In many forms this is one of the most subtle killers of
the Empire. The people lost faith in the government and
the Empire’s ability to protect them. They saw less and
less reason to join the army and serve their country.
Romans did not have a strong sense of patriotism per se
but they did see opportunity in the army for a plebeian
to rise to emperor. Diocletian had simple peasant
beginnings but  was able ,  through the army, to
demonstrate his ability to lead and organize. It remained
a method of advancement to the end but many of the
advantages faded away. More and more of the ranks
were filled with barbarians paid to protect the empire.
Some believe this was due to an inherent lacking in the
fitness and ability of the native Roman but it is more
likely that it seemed strategic to play one tribe off the
other. Whatever the reason, the Roman military
machine became less and less Roman and more
German. 

Deeper than this, a lack of inclusion in the operation of
the empire’s decisions made the Roman citizens care
less. Civic monuments received less attention and the
public buildings fell into disuse. Finally, when the
barbarians attacked they did not find the citizen soldier
of the Republic but instead the jaded merchant waiting
for death.

Population Crisis
This was not a population crisis in the classic sense of
the term but one of the wrong people in the wrong
professions. There was a worker shortage, due to
centuries of war combined with a lower birth rate, but
the population of the Empire numbered close to 70
million. This should easily have supported a standing
army of seven million but at its height the Romans only
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had an army of one million. Some of the problems were
rooted in the lack of agricultural surplus to allow for an
expanding population but that is not the entire story.
Augustus passed laws to what he thought was the decay
of the morality of the patrician class. He also addressed
the low bir th rate  amongst  Romans in general
encouraging its increase with law and monetary
incentive. This was not the only point but it became a
case of terrain controlled vs. birth rate of the Roman
people. They could not keep up and once they had the
land the number of lives it took to defend it never
allowed them to close the gap. Invariably, this added to
the shortages that were cited throughout the Empire.

The Eastern Roman Empire
The Eastern Roman Empire, also known as the
Byzantine Empire, lasted to face the Ottomans in 1453.
At that time, Constantine XI, the last Roman Emperor,
died defending Constantinople. The Eastern empire
outlasted the western by almost 1000 years. It was a
means for the culture and knowledge that was the
Roman Empire to find its way into the future. Surely it
was its own civilization, affected and affecting cultures
and civilizations around it. Its rulers tried repeatedly to
recapture the western empire only to be forced back to
the east. A number of factors forced this situation on the
Byzantine Empire from internal civil wars to incursions
from barbarians and wars with neighboring nations. In
some cases simple economics limited the grasp of the
Byzantines. The Eastern Empire reached incredible
levels of wealth and influence but in the end were
conquered by the Ottoman Turks of Asia Minor and all
the Byzantine wealth made no difference and all but a
few allies had deserted her to her fate.
History
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